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Abstract

This article explores the art of apology in the Arabic literary tradition, considering it a literary genre
that has enriched the Arabic literary experience and reflected intertwined psychological, social, ethical,
and artistic dimensions. The article aims to clarify the concept of the art of apology, its origins, and its
development within the Arabic literary tradition, revealing its significance in literary life, analyzing
its stylistic and artistic characteristics, and elucidating its functions in both literary and social contexts.
It also examines prominent examples of this art form in poetry and prose throughout different literary
periods. The article employs a descriptive-analytical approach, describing the phenomenon of apology
in the Arabic literary tradition, tracing its manifestations in selected texts, and then analyzing them to
uncover its artistic characteristics. Furthermore, it utilizes the historical method to trace the art of
apology across literary periods and the inductive method to collect and classify relevant texts according
to their themes and characteristics. The study reached several conclusions, most notably that the art of
apology is an authentic literary art form in the Arab heritage, having evolved alongside literary and
social environments and acquiring distinct artistic characteristics in each era. It also revealed that
apology was not merely a means of seeking forgiveness, but rather a literary discourse with
argumentative and aesthetic dimensions, contributing to showcasing the writer's skill in persuasion
and influence. The study further demonstrated that this art form fulfilled important social and cultural
functions. It concluded that the art of apology represents a fertile field for modern literary studies and
deserves further attention, particularly in Arabic literatures outside the Arab world, including West
African Arabic literature.
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