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Abstract

There are two major religions professed by the Malay community before the advent of Islam,
namely Buddhism and Hinduism. However, after the advent of Islam, most of the Malay
community had converted to Islam and left behind their original religion professed. Thus, Islam
has had a high position among the Malay community. In fact, Islamic environments also already
occupying the Malay region. This study seeks to identify factors that led to the spread of Islam
within the Malay Peninsular and the extent of its impacts on Malay. The methodology employed
is through the analysis of documents or secondary data in order to achieve the intended
objectives. The results showed that the Arabs, especially Yemenis have played a major role in
spreading Islam in all corners of Malaya through trade, migration and marriage, although there
were missionaries coming from Persia and India, who contributed greatly in spreading Islam in
the Malay world. Arabic is an official language of Islam and considered to have a significant
impact on the construction of letters and words that match the Jawi script with Arabic writing.
Malay Jawi script writing has evolved and later known as one of the languages of the civilized
world. This continued until the occurrence of colonization of Malaya by the British who have
successfully changed the Malay literature into Latin. However, there are Arabic terms,
particularly with regard to religion, which is still used in the Malay language until today.
Therefore, Islam should again be given appropriate attention in efforts to stabilize and generating
the nation's identity and language.
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