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Abstract

The privilege of Kelantan can be observed with the emergence of many religious schools known
as Pondok school. It serves to spread the teachings of Islam, preserving Jawi scripts within the
local community, safeguarding the integrity of the agidah Ashai ‘riyyah, the Shafi‘i sect and
sufism. This institution also contributes in upholding Malay identity and their Islamic belief,
besides evolving through three important stages, namely construction, development and fall. The
institution was marginalized during the colonial era and was not given serious attention since
independence until now. Its success story and greatness has disappeared and no longer existed
but only its name, memories, and ruin. This institution will experience extinction, if there is no
effort to revive it, renew its curriculum, teaching and teaching system in line with the current
education development, in addition to contributing physical infrastructures, and moral supports
towards driving students and teachers to a better future. This study aims at highlighting some
approaches to develop this valuable spiritual and its building, while maintaining the model and
its particular features. It is therefore recommended that there be an effort to sustain this
institution of learning, as it is part of a series of Malaysian history to be taken care of and should
not be neglected at all.
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