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ABSTRACT

Background and Purpose: The Quran is the primary source of law and guidance in Islam, addressing
every dimension of human life, including the welfare and social sustainability of the community. As
contemporary societies confront new problems that were not encountered by earlier scholars, research
grounded in the Quran continues to be produced to serve the needs of the Muslim community. This
study aims to map the global landscape of Quranic studies for community, to determine whether the
field is expanding or contracting and to inform appropriate policy interventions and resource allocation.

Methodology: A bibliometric analysis was conducted on documents indexed in the Scopus database.
Records were retrieved using the query TITLE-ABS-KEY (“quran” AND “community”) for the period
1995 to 2025, and after a structured screening procedure, 577 relevant documents were retained. The
data were extracted into Microsoft Excel for frequency analysis and visualised using VOSviewer to
examine annual production, core sources, keyword and term co-occurrence, contributing countries,
institutions, and authorship.

Findings: The global output of Quranic studies for community has generally increased over time, rising
steeply from 2009 before a terminal decline in 2025 that reflects the incomplete indexing of the most
recent year. Indonesia ranked first in scientific production and total citations, followed by Malaysia,
while the United States and the United Kingdom recorded the highest average citations per article. The
most productive sources, led by Religions and the Journal of Quranic Studies, are concentrated in
religion, humanities, and theology. Thematic mapping revealed dominant terms such as Islam, Quran,
Islamic law, and religion, alongside clusters relating to jihad, ethics, Indonesia, and comparative
Christian—Biblical scholarship.

Contributions: This study provides the first dedicated bibliometric mapping of Quranic studies
oriented towards community benefits, identifying influential countries, institutions, authors, and
emerging themes. The findings offer an evidence base for researchers, practitioners, and policymakers
seeking to accelerate, diversify, and internationalise Quranic research for the welfare of the Muslim
community.

Keywords: Bibliometric analysis, community benefits, Quranic studies, Scopus, social sustainability,
VOSviewer.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Quran is the holy book of Islam and the primary reference for the establishment of law and
principle, preceding the hadith and other proofs (dalil) in Islamic jurisprudence. Revealed to
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), recorded in scripture, and transmitted through
uninterrupted succession (mutawatir), it offers guidance across every dimension of life,
encompassing faith (agidah), rituals (figh), and the purification of the soul (tasawwuf) (Zaidan,
2020). Beyond its devotional and legal authority, however, the Quran has increasingly become
the object of organised scholarly inquiry directed at the welfare of the Muslim community,
producing a body of research whose global contours have not yet been systematically charted.
The present study undertakes that task through a bibliometric analysis; this introductory section
sets out the conceptual background of the field, the problem that motivates the study, and the
specific gap and objectives it addresses.

1.1 The Quran as a Foundation for Community Welfare

Although the Quran is most often approached as a source of individual devotion and ritual
obligation, its injunctions are profoundly communal in orientation. Classical jurisprudence
frames the very purpose of revelation in terms of the objectives of the law (magqasid al-shariah)
and the safeguarding of public welfare (maslahah), placing the wellbeing of the collective at
the centre of Quranic guidance. In contemporary Muslim societies, this communal orientation
is increasingly operationalised through deliberate programmes and institutions that mobilise
the Quran for social ends rather than for private piety alone. The result is a distinct strand of
scholarship and practice that may be termed Quranic studies for community, research
concerned with how the Quran is taught, internalised, and applied for the benefit of society.

These efforts share a common conviction: that the benefits of the Quran are realised not
in the individual believer alone but in the health and cohesion of the community. Seen this way,
familiar Quranic activities such as recitation, memorisation (fahfiz), interpretation, and
teaching become instruments of social development, inviting scholarly attention to their
collective outcomes rather than their devotional value alone. It is this body of community-
oriented inquiry, rather than Quranic studies in the abstract, that the present study sets out to
map.

Recent scholarship illustrates both the breadth and the vitality of this orientation.
Community-based research has been used to raise Quranic literacy among mothers and children
in under-served villages (Sinaga et al., 2023), while studies of Quran reading among Muslim
youth document the social and educational functions of recitation beyond the act of worship
(Ismail et al., 2022). At the institutional level, initiatives such as university Quranic leagues
have been designed to embed Quranic awareness within higher education and to nurture holistic
student development (Abu Bakar et al., 2025), and the emergence of the “living Quran” as a
market trend within Islamic education reflects a wider societal demand for Quran-centred
learning (Nurani et al., 2022). These studies show that the Quran functions not as a text to be
interpreted alone, but also as a resource for community empowerment, literacy, cohesion, and
education. The application and practise of Quran teachings stretch across all generations from
young children, the mothers, youth in general, university students and Quranic role-model in
daily life situations who serve as living Quran. Every Muslims can play his or her role in
promoting al-Quran as a guidance in everyday life activities which in turn will develop a
community of welfare by complying to Quranic teachings.
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1.2 Contemporary Challenges and the Renewed Turn to the Quran

The communal mobilisation of the Quran has acquired fresh urgency in response to challenges
that earlier generations of scholars did not confront in their present form. Contemporary
Muslim communities face problems ranging from the global rise of Islamophobia to
radicalism-related violence and its securitised aftermath (Shobri, 2025) that demand immediate
and credible responses grounded in authoritative sources. In such a climate, the Quran is
invoked not only as a matter of belief but as a practical instrument for articulating ethical,
moderate, and socially cohesive positions. The promotion of religious moderation (wasathiyah)
through Quran-based education (Shobri, 2025) and the adoption of interreligious literacy as a
counter-radicalisation strategy within Islamic higher education (Ali et al., 2021) exemplify how
scholarship returns to the Quran to address pressing social fractures.

These developments raise a question that is methodological as much as substantive: if
the Quran is being mobilised, at scale, to serve community needs, how can the resulting
research effort be understood, evaluated, and directed? Without a systematic picture of where
this scholarship is concentrated, who is producing it, which themes dominate, and where the
gaps lie, researchers risk duplicating effort, institutions cannot target their support, and
policymakers and funding bodies lack the evidence required to allocate resources effectively.
Establishing the current state of Quranic studies for community is therefore not a purely
descriptive exercise; it is a precondition for accelerating, diversifying, and strengthening a field
whose social stakes are considerable.

From this global-level research, it can also be observed whether the geographical
distribution of Quranic studies for community is concentrated to certain regions. If this
information known, further planning and efforts can be driven as to ensure the coverage of
Quranic studies for community really cope the needs of global ummah without anyone left
behind. Moreover, the need of information on the global distribution of Quranic studies for
community is likely more significant especially to Nusantara region where it hosts some of the
largest Muslim populations. Understanding how scholarship in and beyond this region engages
the Quran for community benefit is therefore of significant relevance to Nusantara ummabh,
which would solve many of problems with regards to Muslims and Islamic teachings in this
region.

1.3 Research Gap and Objectives

Bibliometric methods are well suited to producing precisely this kind of structured overview,
and they have already been applied to adjacent areas of Quranic scholarship. Existing analyses
have mapped the development of Quran study indexed in Scopus (Mahmudi & Nirwana, 2023),
the global research themes and collaborations of Quranic studies at large (Jamil & Khaled,
2025), trends in Quran teaching and learning (Ku Yaacob et al., 2025), and the interconnection
between Quranic and Biblical scholarship (Nirwana et al., 2024). Valuable as these studies are,
none isolates the community-benefit orientation as its analytical object; each treats Quranic
studies either as an undifferentiated whole or through the lens of pedagogy or interfaith
comparison. The specific question of how research mobilises the Quran for the welfare of the
community has not, to the authors’ knowledge, been mapped. This is a striking gap given the
social urgency outlined above. Thus, this study seeks to answer three research questions. First,
how is research on Quranic studies for community evolving in terms of the number of published
studies per year and the number of source titles? Second, what are the most predominant themes
addressed in Quranic studies for community research, as revealed by keyword analysis as well
as title and abstract analysis? Third, who and what are the leading researchers and institutions,
in terms of publications by countries, main institutions, and authorship? The findings from this
study will help to answer the three research questions, and in turn will help to solve the need
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for information regarding the distribution of Quranic studies for community throughout the
world, and at the same time will facilitate in the planning and efforts of future researches in
terms financial support, research thrust and stakeholders involvement.

2.0 METHODOLOGY

2.1 Database Selection

The objective of this bibliometric research is to explore the intellectual foundations of Quranic
studies for community. To accomplish this, a data source capable of identifying articles that
employ academic terminology related to the role of the Quran in community benefits was
required. To ensure the accuracy and reliability of the findings, only publications from
reputable journals were included. Scopus was chosen as the preferred database owing to its
extensive coverage of scholarly literature relative to PubMed and Web of Science (Falagas et
al., 2008; Sweileh et al., 2017). With more than 87 million documents, including journal
articles and conference papers, Scopus provides a comprehensive overview of research output
across disciplines, including education (Sahib & Stapa, 2022).

A further advantage of Scopus is its inclusion of approximately 17 million author
profiles, which enable the identification and analysis of influential researchers and their
contributions. The database also incorporates a rich citation network of more than 1.8 billion
cited references, allowing the scholarly impact of individual articles to be tracked and key
works in the field to be identified. By leveraging this network, the study can assess the influence
and relevance of specific publications, detect emerging trends, and evaluate the
interconnectedness of research in the domain. Finally, Scopus is widely recognised and
accepted by the international scientific community as a primary source of reliable and current
research data. Together, these features make Scopus a reliable and relevant database for this
bibliometric analysis.

2.2 Inclusion Criteria

To identify relevant articles, the search string TITLE-ABS-KEY (“quran” AND “community”)
was applied to the Scopus database. The search was conducted on 30 July 2025 and covered
documents published between 1995 and 2025 across all fields, with the results exported into
bibliographic management software for further analysis. A total of 1,004 documents were
initially retrieved. Of these, 6 documents from undefined authors were removed; 175
documents from fields other than “Arts and Humanities” and “Social Sciences” were excluded;
241 documents that were not “Articles” or “Conference Papers” were omitted; and 5 documents
classified as “Article in Press” were excluded. Consequently, 577 relevant documents were
retained for the final analysis. These publications were used to evaluate the present condition
of Quranic studies for community and to discern significant trends within the domain. The
screening process is illustrated in Fig.1.
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Topic: Quran and Community
Database: Scopus | Search field: Arts & Humanities, Social Sciences
Time frame: 1995-2025 | Language: All | Source type: All
Document type: Articles and conference papers
Search string: TITLE-ABS-KEY (“quran” AND “community”) | Data
extracted: 30 July 2025

!
Records identified and screened
n= 1,004
!

Records removed (n = 427)
Undefined authors = 6
Not Arts & Humanities / Social Sciences = 175
Not articles or conference papers = 241
Article in press = 5

!

Records included for bibliometric analysis
n=577

Figure 1: Flow diagram of the search strategy

2.3 Data Analysis and Tools

To analyse the collected data and gain a comprehensive understanding of the intellectual
foundations of Quranic studies for community, several bibliometric techniques were employed.
Citation analysis was conducted to identify the most cited papers, authors, and journals, while
performance analysis and science mapping (Noyons et al., 1999) were used to evaluate
publication characteristics and display content features. Citation analysis allows the most
frequently cited papers, authors, and journals to be examined, providing insight into the
intellectual foundations of the field, whereas co-word analysis helps to identify key topics,
themes, and emerging research trends within the literature.

Several software tools were used to support the analysis. Microsoft Excel was employed
for frequency analysis to quantify the occurrence of specific terms and concepts, and
VOSviewer, a widely recognised bibliometric software, facilitated the visualisation of author
keywords, titles, and abstracts, enabling the relationships and influence of cited works to be
explored. These methods are widely accepted in bibliometrics and effectively address the
research questions, offering valuable insight into the intellectual foundations, research patterns,
and emerging trends of Quranic studies for community.

3.0 RESULTS
3.1 Current State of Publication on Quranic Studies for Community

3.1.1 Number of Published Studies Per Year

Fig.2 presents the annual publication output for Quranic studies on community benefits. In
general, the trend increases gradually over the years and enters a steep rise from 2009, before
falling sharply in 2025. The overall increase suggests intensifying research activity on the
Quran for the benefit of the community, and may also reflect the influence of particular global
events or national policies on Quranic studies from year to year. The sharp decline in 2025 is
best interpreted as an artefact of the data-extraction point: at the time the data were retrieved,
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many publications for that year had not yet reached their final indexing decision. Across these
phases, the field was niche and intermittent through the late 1990s and early 2000s, became
more active from 2009, and settled into a consistent annual output thereafter. This pattern is
typical of a research area that is moving from the margins towards the mainstream of Islamic
and social-scientific scholarship.

Annual Scientific Production

Figure 2: Annual scientific production
3.1.2 Source Titles

Core sources by Bradford’s law

Bradford’s law is a method used to identify the core sources of documents based on the volume
of publications by each source. Fig.3 illustrates the Bradford’s law graph for the subject under
review, with the core sources highlighted within the grey zone at the centre representing the
most significant contributors. The most relevant source is Religions, with 18 documents,
followed by the Journal of Quranic Studies with 16 publications. The third position is shared
by two sources, Al-Bayan and the Pharos Journal of Theology, each with 15 publications.
Overall, the names of the most significant contributing journals relate to the fields of religion,
thought, the human sciences, and theology. This indicates that most articles on Quranic studies
for community have focused on the field’s impact upon humanity and the social dimension
rather than approaching it from a pure-science perspective.

Core Sources by Bradford's Law

Core ™\

Sources

b

Figure 3: Bradford’s law of core sources
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3.2 Predominant Themes in Quranic Studies for Community Research

3.2.1 Keyword Analysis
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Figure 4: Word cloud of term frequency

Fig.4 presents a word cloud displaying the most frequent terms from the Keyword Plus data.
The larger the word, the more frequently it appears. “Islam” is the most frequent term,
appearing 78 times, followed by “Quran” with 27 occurrences and “quran” with 26
occurrences. “Islamic law” holds the fourth position with 20 occurrences, followed by
“religion” with 19 occurrences, and “Quran” again in sixth place with 17 occurrences. The
reappearance of “Quran” is likely attributable to slight differences in the transliteration of the
term across documents. A noteworthy finding is that the name of a country, “Indonesia”,
appears prominently within the generated word cloud.
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Figure 5: Network of co-occurrence terms
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Co-occurrences are effectively represented using network graphs. Fig.5 displays the co-
occurrence terms from the sample under review. The network is divided into five parts, with
the central network (orange nodes) focusing on “Islam”, which partly overlaps with the
“Quran” node. The remaining four networks, coloured red, blue, green, and yellow, are similar
in size and centre on terms such as “religion”, “quran”, and variant transliterations of “Quran”,
before branching into smaller terms. Several of these networks, including “Islamic law”,

“ethics”, and “jihad”, also connect to the country “Indonesia”.

3.2.2 Title and Abstract Analysis
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Figure 6: Co-occurrence network of titles and abstracts

This analysis used VOSviewer to examine the titles and abstracts of the collected documents
to identify the frequency and quantity of co-occurrences within each document. The co-
occurrence network was created using the binary counting technique. Fig.6 depicts the network
of co-occurring terms based on the title and abstract fields, with a minimum threshold of ten
terms. The width of a node illustrates the significance of the corresponding term, while the
thickness of a connecting line depicts the strength of association between terms; terms
displayed in the same colour are likely to appear jointly. Terms such as “Indonesia”, “data”,
and “model” are closely interconnected, while “century” is closely related to “work™ and
“similarity”. Notably, terms related to Christianity also appear, including “Christianity”,
“Christian”, “Jesus”, and “Bible”. In total, VOSviewer generated four distinct clusters from the
publications’ titles and abstracts, each represented by a unique colour.
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3.3 Major Players and Research Collaboration

3.3.1 Publications by Countries

Corresponding Author's Countries
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Figure 7: Corresponding authors’ countries

The corresponding authors’ countries provide insight into how focused each country is on the
field of Quranic studies for community. Fig.7 highlights the top ten countries, distinguishing
between Multiple-Country Publications (MCPs), shown in orange, and Single-Country
Publications (SCPs), shown in green. Indonesia leads with 107 documents, comprising 13
MCPs and 94 SCPs; its leading number of MCPs indicates strong international collaboration.
Malaysia is second with 54 documents (10 MCPs and 44 SCPs), followed by the United States
with 37 documents, all of which are SCPs. The United Kingdom holds fourth place with 26
documents (4 MCPs and 20 SCPs), while Tiirkiye ranks fifth with 16 SCPs and 1 MCP.

Most Ced Countnes

Courtses

Figure 8: Most cited countries

The country with the highest number of citations is Indonesia, with 400 total citations and an
average of 3.70 citations per article. The United States ranks second with 336 citations and an
average of 9.10 citations per article, followed by the United Kingdom with 258 citations and
an average of 9.90 citations per article. Malaysia occupies fourth place with 214 citations and
an average of 4.00 citations per article, and Canada fifth with 46 citations and an average of
7.70 citations per article. The remaining countries in the top ten are Iran, the United Arab
Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Australia, and Qatar, with 42, 37, 35, 27, and 27 citations respectively,
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and corresponding averages of 6.00, 9.20, 5.80, 5.40, and 4.50 citations per article. Notably,
while Indonesia leads in total citations, the United Kingdom and the United States record
substantially higher averages per article, indicating that their smaller output exerts a
comparatively strong scholarly influence.

3.3.2 Main Institutions

Mozt Refovont Affhanicons

»l
=)

Figure 9: Most relevant affiliations

Authors are also categorised according to their institutional affiliations, which helps identify
organisations particularly focused on Quranic studies for community. As shown in Fig.9, the
most prominent affiliation is the University of Malaya, with 22 documents, followed by
Universitas Islam Negeri Ar-Raniry with 16 documents. Universiti Malaya appears in third
place with 14 documents, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia fourth with 13 documents,
Hasanuddin University fifth with 12 documents, and Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia sixth with
11 documents. It should be noted that “University of Malaya” and “Universiti Malaya” most
probably denote the same institution indexed under variant English and Malay names; their
separate appearance reflects a well-known limitation of affiliation analysis in bibliometric
databases, where inconsistent indexing of institutional names can fragment a single entity
across multiple records.

3.3.3 Authorship Analysis (Most Productive Authors)

Table 1: Most relevant authors

Authors Articles Articles Fractionalised
Hasan H. 4 2.40
Usman A. H. 4 0.82
Ansusa Putra D. 1. 3 2.50
Basri H. 3 0.73
Djawas M. 3 0.60
Herlambang S. 3 1.08
Neuwirth A. 3 2.50
Nurdin A. 3 0.65
Ramchahi A. A. 3 1.00
Ramli M. A. 3 0.73
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The most relevant authors are ranked by the number of documents produced, with higher ranks
corresponding to a greater number of publications; the ranking also accounts for fractionalised
articles, which assume that all authors of a document contributed equally. Table 1 presents the
most relevant authors in the field. The most productive author is Hasan H., with 4 documents
and a fractionalised count of 2.40, followed by Usman A. H., with 4 documents and a
fractionalised count of 0.82, and Ansusa Putra D. 1., with 3 documents and 2.50 fractionalised
articles. The top ten authors average 3.2 documents produced and 1.3 fractionalised articles, a
pattern that suggests a largely individualistic and lightly co-authored mode of scholarship in
the field.

Authors' Production over Time

Figure 10: Authors’ publication activity over time

Fig.10 illustrates the authors’ publication activity over time, highlighting each author’s
contributions across different years. The horizontal line indicates the periods during which
authors were actively publishing, while the size of the circles represents the number of articles
produced, and the colour intensity corresponds to the total citations received in a given year.
The graph shows that Djawas M. and Nurdin A. are among the most recently active authors,
having published in 2025, while Ramli M. A. recorded the highest citations per year in 2018,
at 8.5 citations. The author with the longest span of publication activity is Neuwirth A., who
published from 2000 to 2021.

4.0 DISCUSSION

4.1 The Trajectory of Quranic Studies for Community

In response to the first research question, the findings show that Quranic studies for community
has followed a generally increasing trajectory, entering a steep rise from 2009 onwards. This
inflection coincides with a period in which issues such as Islamophobia and radicalism-related
violence gained prominence (Shobri, 2025). The year 2009 was also marked by a major
terrorist incident in Jakarta, namely the bombing of the JW Marriott and Ritz-Carlton hotels,
an event whose public framing has itself been the subject of critical discourse analysis
(Purwaningsih, 2019). Episodes of this kind appear to have galvanised the Muslim community
to return to the Quran for guidance, both to address internal challenges and to repair the
community’s global image, with research serving as one important instrument to that end.
This interpretation is consistent with the surrounding literature. Ali et al. (2021)
document the emergence of interreligious literacy learning as a counter-radicalisation method
within Indonesian institutions of Islamic higher education, while Shobri (2025) argues that
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religious moderation (wasathiyah), grounded in the Quran, the Hadith, and Islamic education,
offers a constructive means of strengthening tolerance and social harmony. Parallel
bibliometric work reinforces the picture of a growing field: Mahmudi and Nirwana (2023)
report an annual growth rate of 8.44 per cent for the development of Quranic studies indexed
in Scopus, and Ku Yaacob et al. (2025) similarly observe significant growth in Quran teaching
and learning research from 1990 to 2025. The trajectory mapped in the present study therefore
situates Quranic studies for community within a wider, sustained expansion of Quran-oriented
scholarship that is responsive to contemporary social pressures.

With respect to source titles, the most prominent venues relate to the study of religion,
thought, the humanities, and theology. This is evident in the leading sources, headed by
Religions, followed by the Journal of Quranic Studies, and the two journals sharing third place,
Al-Bayan and the Pharos Journal of Theology; the remaining core sources likewise fall within
the social sciences and humanities. The prominence of Religions as a core source mirrors the
finding of Ku Yaacob et al. (2025), who identified Religions among the most prominent
sources in Quran teaching and learning research, suggesting a stable publication ecosystem
across adjacent Quranic sub-fields. At the same time, the concentration of output within the
humanities indicates that researchers have tended to confine Quranic studies for community to
social-science and humanities framings, even though the topic could be productively extended
into the pure and applied sciences an opportunity for diversification also noted by Jamil and
Khaled (2025), who call for stronger interdisciplinary engagement to reposition Quranic
studies within broader academic discourse. The significance of this trajectory is that the field’s
growth appears demand-driven rather than incidental: it tracks the community’s real-world
need for Quran-based responses, implying that its momentum is likely to persist for as long as
those social pressures endure, and that timely investment now will compound in impact.

4.2 Predominant Themes in the Field

Addressing the second research question, the keyword, title, and abstract analyses converge on
a set of dominant and interconnected themes. The most frequent terms, namely Islam, Quran,
Islamic law, and religion, confirm that the field remains anchored in core Islamic scholarship,
while the co-occurrence networks reveal three thematically significant clusters that merit closer
attention: a national cluster centred on Indonesia, a security-and-ethics cluster linking jihad,
ethics, and Islamic law, and a comparative cluster relating to Christianity.

The salience of “Indonesia” as a keyword, and not simply as a country of authorship,
reflects the extent to which Indonesian society and policy have become objects of Quranic
studies for community. This is consistent with the dynamics of Islamic education policy in
Indonesia, where successive reforms have institutionalised Islamic learning within the national
education system (Kosim et al., 2023), and with the rise of the “living Quran™ as a market trend
in Indonesian Islamic education, driven in part by parental concern over contemporary social
life (Nurani et al., 2022). These unconventional yet practical approach contributed to increase
of understanding on Islam, which is the response to previous series of terrorism attacks in
Indonesia that raise Islamophobia sentiment among non-Muslims, which in turn deteriorate
many sectors in Indonesia benefiting from involvement of non-Muslims especially tourism
sector. From the other hand, the clustering of jihad, ethics, and Islamic law, in turn, can be read
as the scholarly counterpart to the post-2009 securitisation of religion, in which researchers
mobilise the Quran to articulate ethical and moderate responses to radicalism (Ali et al., 2021;
Shobri, 2025). Through deeper understanding and addressing of genuine Islamic teachings
regarding the true definition and criteria of ethical Jihad in Islam, misunderstandings on it can
be clarified among non-Muslims.

Regarding to this situation, some of the studies also had done comparison of al-Quran
with other religions as perhaps the most striking thematic finding is the appearance of
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Christianity-related terms Christianity, Christian, Jesus, and Bible within the co-occurrence
network. This signals a strand of comparative and interfaith scholarship in which the Quran is
studied alongside the Biblical tradition. Such an orientation aligns closely with Nirwana et al.
(2024), whose bibliometric analysis of Quranic and Biblical studies (2019-2024) maps
precisely this interconnection between Islamic and Christian scholarship and underscores its
relevance to interfaith communication and religious freedom. Together with the interreligious
literacy described by Ali et al. (2021), the Christian Biblical cluster suggests that Quranic
studies for community increasingly extends beyond intra-Muslim concerns to engage the
wider, religiously plural society.

More broadly, the thematic profile observed here echoes Jamil and Khaled (2025), who
found a persistent dominance of tafsir, hermeneutics, and contextual approaches alongside
emerging directions linking the Quran with education, public health, digital technology, and
interfaith dialogue. This thematic structure shows both what the field studies and how it
imagines community benefit, mainly through ethics, law, and interfaith understanding. It
thereby exposes the conceptual core of the field as well as the scientific and applied territory it
has yet to claim. Moreover, comparative religion studies would also address the terrorism and
radicalism issue where it could suggest that even different religions including Islam and
Christianity in which none of them promote terrorism and radicalism. Therefore, no terrorists
can claim that their action is under religious flag whether they are Muslims or Christians, much
more Indonesian people as according to 2023 data from Religious Ministry of Indonesia that
Muslims comprised 87% of Indonesian population which involved 48.58 million individuals,
followed by Protestants with 4.1 million individuals and Catholics with 3 million individuals
(CNBC Indonesia, 2026).

4.3 Leading Countries, Institutions, and Authors

In response to the third research question, the analysis of countries, institutions, and authors
identifies a clear hub for the field in Southeast Asia. Indonesia leads decisively, both in total
production (107 documents) and in total citations (400), and also records the highest number
of multiple-country publications, indicating an active role in international collaboration.
Malaysia follows in second place for production (54 documents) and fourth for citations (214).
The dominance of Indonesia is plausibly explained by the confluence of its large Muslim
population, its policy environment for Islamic education (Kosim et al., 2023), and the
commodification of Quranic learning within its educational market (Nurani et al., 2022), all of
which create fertile conditions for rigorous and sustained publication on the Quran and
community. Moreover, Indonesia tried to exhibit its relentless efforts to uphold Islam name as
a religion of peace rather than a cult of terrorism. These vigorous efforts were a respond to
multiple terrorism attacks happening in Indonesia which was allegedly announced under jihad
flag. These uncivilised bombings had tarnished the name of Islam as a peaceful teaching and
blessings to the whole universe.

The strong showing of the United States and the United Kingdom, by contrast, lies less
in volume than in influence: although the United States published all its 37 documents as
single-country publications, it ranks second in total citations, while the United Kingdom
records the highest average of 9.90 citations per article. This pattern indicates that Western
scholarship, though smaller in output, exerts a disproportionate citation impact, a dynamic also
visible in the contributions from the United States noted by Nirwana et al. (2024). The
juxtaposition of high-volume, lower-citation production in Southeast Asia with lower-volume,
higher-impact production in the West indicates an uneven but complementary global structure
for the field.

At the institutional level, the leading affiliations are concentrated in Malaysia and
Indonesia, headed by the University of Malaya, Universitas Islam Negeri Ar-Raniry, Universiti
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Kebangsaan Malaysia, Hasanuddin University, and Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia. This
concentration is consistent with Jamil and Khaled (2025) and Mahmudi and Nirwana (2023),
both of whom identify Southeast Asia and Malaysian institutions, as the most productive hub
for Quranic and Quran-development studies. As noted in the results, the separate listing of
“University of Malaya” and “Universiti Malaya” should be read with caution, since the two
almost certainly represent a single institution fragmented by inconsistent indexing;
consolidating these records would further strengthen Malaysia’s institutional standing in the
field.

Finally, the authorship analysis reveals a field sustained by a broad base of moderately
productive scholars rather than a few dominant figures, with the leading authors Hasan H. and
Usman A. H. each contributing four documents and the top ten averaging 3.2 documents
apiece. The generally low fractionalised counts indicate that much of this work is individually
authored or lightly co-authored, echoing the low co-authorship rate and individualistic
scholarship that Jamil and Khaled (2025) identify as characteristic of Quranic studies. The
continued activity of authors such as Djawas M. and Nurdin A. into 2025, together with the
extended publishing span of Neuwirth A. from 2000 to 2021, shows a field that retains both
established and emerging contributors, but one that would benefit from denser collaborative
networks to amplify its scholarly reach. The wider implication is that the field’s future
influence depends less on raising output, which is already strong in Southeast Asia, than on
building the collaborative and cross-regional ties that convert publication volume into citation
impact.

4.4 Theoretical and Practical Implications

Beyond describing the landscape, these findings make sense of and extend, existing knowledge
in three respects. First, the study sharpens the object of bibliometric inquiry. Whereas prior
mappings examine Quranic studies as an undifferentiated whole (Jamil & Khaled, 2025), or
through the lenses of pedagogy (Ku Yaacob et al., 2025), disciplinary development (Mahmudi
& Nirwana, 2023), or interfaith comparison (Nirwana et al., 2024), the present analysis isolates
the community-benefit orientation and demonstrates that it constitutes a substantial,
internationally distributed field in its own right rather than a marginal sub-theme. This
refinement matters because it shows that “community” is an organising principle capable of
structuring productivity, themes, and collaboration across more than five hundred documents,
and it gives subsequent researchers a defined field to build upon rather than an amorphous
literature.

Second, the thematic profile is theoretically revealing, not just descriptive. The
concentration of output within religion and the humanities, set against the near-absence of pure-
science framings, indicates that the field still conceptualises community benefit primarily as a
matter of belief, ethics, and literacy, rather than as a measurable outcome open to scientific,
technological, or public-health investigation. This bounded epistemic framing simultaneously
explains the field’s internal coherence and exposes its principal limitation, converging with
Jamil and Khaled’s (2025) warning that fragmented networks and limited methodological
innovation risk confining Quranic studies to regional silos. The emergence of the comparative
Christian—Biblical cluster is significant precisely because it marks an early breach of those
silos, showing that the field is starting to engage the religiously plural society in which many
Muslim communities are embedded.

Third, the findings carry concrete implications for the field’s principal stakeholders.
For researchers, the mapping identifies high-opportunity, under-cultivated directions
interdisciplinary work connecting the Quran with digital technology, public health, and
interfaith dialogue, where original contributions are most likely to achieve scholarly impact.
For institutions and funders, the juxtaposition of Southeast Asia’s high-volume production with
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the high per-article influence of Western scholarship suggests a deliberate strategy: pairing the
Nusantara region’s productive capacity with collaborative, high-visibility publishing practices
could materially raise the field’s global standing. For policymakers and religious authorities in
Muslim-majority Nusantara states, the evidence base supports the targeted funding of
community-oriented Quranic research as a practical instrument of social cohesion and counter-
radicalisation, complementing the moderation and interreligious-literacy initiatives already
documented in the literature (Ali et al., 2021; Shobri, 2025).

Theoretically, finally, the study positions Quranic studies for community within the
maqasid framework of maslahah, providing a conceptual anchor that future research can test
and refine. By naming and mapping the field, the analysis offers not only a snapshot of present
activity but a baseline against which the success of subsequent diversification,
internationalisation, and interdisciplinary efforts can be measured.

5.0 CONCLUSION

In summary, this study has identified several bibliometric parameters regarding global Quranic
studies for community including number of published studies per year, number of source titles,
most predominant themes in the studies from title and abstract analysis, and the leading
researchers and institutions, in terms of publications by countries, main institutions, and
authorship. Overall, it can be concluded that the number of studies increased from year to year
beginning from year 2009. Besides that, it is also shown that most of the studies were covering
humanities field and only a few were related to pure science. It was also noted that the studies
were led by Southeast Asia, with Indonesia foremost in both production and citations and
Malaysia close behind, which signifies the importance of these studies to Nusantara region.
The trend was explained further by the themes generated from the bibliometrics which circle
around terrorism, Islamophobia, radicalism and jihad. The themes also include comparative
religion themes such as Christian and Bible.

All these trends in the studied period signify that Quranic studies for community would
play a significant role in understanding Islamic teachings regarding jihad as to differentiate it
from radicalism and terrorism. Moreover, some studies were related to Christian and Bible and
that might be due to comparative religions. While in the time of terrorism sentiment,
community would compare between different religions and their teachings as to recognise
which religion would have better definition on jihad that would not involve violence to
innocent people. In the studied period, most of the themes of Quranic studies for community
were revolving around the topic. Hence, for the future, the number of Quranic studies can be
boosted up by more Islamic scholars as deeper understanding on Islamic teachings especially
regarding jihad can be achieved and misunderstanding of it would be avoided.
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